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Dear Rotarians,

RCJB has contributed
USD2000 towards Polio Plus,
thus joining the global effort
by Rotary to eradicate polio
from the world.

The message below is by Dan
Nixon, Rotary International
News -- 16 November 2009 -
“Push To End Polio Gains Ground”

Although the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
(GPEI) has faced sobering challenges in the past
year, it is moving forward in key political, techni-
cal, financial, and operational areas.

Stepped-up efforts to end the disease in the four
endemic countries of Afghanistan, India, Nigeria,
and Pakistan are paying off, GPEI officials say.
"Rotary International has played an extraordinar-
ily special role [in the GPEI], not just as one of
the initiators but in bringing financial resources,
political advocacy, and volunteerism on the
ground to getting the job done," says Dr. Bruce
Aylward, director of the GPEI at the World
Health Organization.

According to WHO, the incidence of polio in
Nigeria in 2009 dropped by almost half to 383
cases as of 10 November, compared with 753
cases for the same period in 2008. Most dramatic
has been the decline in the transmission of the
type 1 wild poliovirus, to 73 cases from 692
cases. Also, the proportion of unimmunized chil-
dren in Nigeria's highest-risk states fell below 10
percent for the first time.

In Pakistan, the incidence of polio decreased to
76 cases from 96 cases. Rotarians there have en-
couraged the national government to give strong
support to ending the disease. This advocacy ef-
fort helped prompt the government's decision to
launch the Prime Minister's Action Plan for Polio
Eradication. On behalf of Rotary International in
August, International PolioPlus Committee Chair
Robert S. Scott recognized Pakistan's president,
Asif Ali Zardari, with a Polio Eradication Cham-
pion Award for his outstanding support for a po-
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In 2010, a new vaccine is expected to be
introduced to help stop the transmission LAsT WEEK'S TALK
of the type 1 and type 3 wild polioviruses crus 3
simultaneously. This bivalent vaccine, ARE LIS
heglth officials believe, will multiply the -, /5 1 ra77ERS a
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eradicating polio.

Worldwide, the number of polio cases
has dropped from more than 350,000 in ~ FROTARIAN UP i
1988, when the GPEI began, to 1,651 in ~ FORAWARD/
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prevent, however. That is why continued 7 457 WorDs 8
support for Rotary's US$200 Million
Challenge, which is close to reaching the
halfway mark in funding, is crucial to the
GPEI's success.

"Rotary's challenge ends 30 June 2012.
Let's push confidently ahead to reach our
goal and help ensure that all the children
of the world will be forever safe from this
devastating disease," says Rotary Foun-
dation Trustee Chair Glenn E. Estess Sr.
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Last week, our very .
own PP Dato’ Mokkam §
Singh took us down
memory lane as guest
speaker. Everyone who §
was in attendance was
surely taken “back in
time” and had their
grey matter conjure up
memories, sights, mental imagery and emotions of
days gone by for most Rotarians, especially those
who have lived through the Japanese occupation in
what was then Malaya. It also gave those who were
not around during those troubled times or have yet
to attain the “seniority level”, an insight into a small
piece of history as well as into the life of one of
R.C.J.B’s very own Past President.

PP Dato’ Mokkam Singh’s birthplace, Papan, Perak
which some of us might not even know existed in Ma-
laysia, lies about 8 miles from the state capitol Ipoh.
Papan, a small town that saw an influx of refugees
streaming in shortly after the bombing of Ipoh by the
Japanese Forces on the 15th of December 1941 dur-
ing the Japanese occupation of Malaya during World
War 2 holds vivid memories for our past president as
he recalls those days as a young lad living through
those difficult times.

A brief history lesson of Papan followed as Dato’
Mokkam continued to enlighten us about his life dur-
ing his younger years. An emotional recollection was
visible as our guest speaker conveyed to the audience
his “adventures” in accompanying his father, who
was a logger, into the jungles of Papan to assist the
local guerilla forces by providing food in the form of
a sort of “milk cake” derived from re-boiling milk
over and over. Dato’ Mokkam also recounted light-
heartedly, his days encountering a fellow country-
man who was a police constable who managed to end
up with a basket-full of fruit and vegetables, a day’s
shopping for some, for free by the time he reached
the end of the road which was lined with ladies who
were selling their produce. Was it a form of
“policeman’s compensation” in those days?, it leaves
us to wonder ourselves. Dato’ Mokkam also re-
counted how, in his innocence as young boy, did not
think much of being summoned to render his
“bullock cart” service to transport from the local
police station to the mass graves at the Papan Chi-
nese Cemetery heaps of corpses of those unfortunate
individuals who were tortured and killed. Also re-
lated to us was a little known heroic story of a nurse,
Sybil Kathigasu and her husband, Dr. Abdon Clem-
ent Kathigasu, a doctor who operated a small clinic

in Papan that helped tend to the injuries and wounds
of the local resistance guerillas. Sybil Kathigasu’s ac-
tivities were unfortunately uncovered and was cap-
tured by the Kempetai along with her husband and
were both brutally tortured under the orders of Sgt.
Yoshimura until their release in 1945 upon the fall of
Japanese rule. Shortly after the liberation of Malaya
in 1945, Sybil Kathigasu was flown to the United
Kingdom for medical treatment and at Buckingham
Palace, was awarded the George Medal for her heroic
acts only a few months before her demise on 4th June
1948 having succumbed to the injuries inflicted by the
Japanese. In recognition of her heroism and bravery,
a road was named after her in Papan. During her stay
in England, Sybil Kathigasu managed to pen her
memoirs and has a book “No Dram of Mercy”. Sybil
Kathigasu was the only Malaysian woman ever to re-
ceive the George Medal.

Returning to the history of PP Dato’ Mokkam Singh
and Papan, we were also told of the slow pace of the
town where only 3 to 4 coffee shops are found there,
of which, PP Dato’ Mokkam never seem to fail to visit
every time he visits his hometown, especially where
his favorite “wan tan mee” is found.

A special highlight of the talk and presentation was a
glimpse of PP Dato’ Mokkam’s humble home within
the Sikh settlement when he was a young boy, a pic-
ture which brought suggestions from fellow Rotarians
to make it their next community service project to
rebuild the dilapidated old house. Perhaps, a project
to make the house a “Heritage Site” could be consid-
ered. What say you President Dr. Anga or President
Elect Dr. Siva?

Also shown was a Sikh temple, one of the oldest and
biggest in Malaysia, the Gurdwara Sahib Pusing
which was established in 1893.

A really wonderful and insightful talk to relive a small
piece of history of Malaysia.




CLUB
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attendance: This week's attendance was an im-
proved 76.92% (Last week's 68.00%).

New Sgt-At-Arms PP Dr. Roland Lim: PP Dr.
Roland Lim has been appointed the new Sgt-At-
Arms to replace Michael Teoh who has resigned
as a member. Congratulations PP Dr. Roland
Lim!

Induction of 2 new members: We welcome and
inducted 2 new members this week, Rtn.
Chandra Segaran (Banking - Commercial;
Sponsor PP Tan Beng Sooi) and Rtn. Lee Chin
Leong (Banking - General; Sponsor PP Tony
Ong). Both are with HSBC Bank and were ex-
Rotarians - Rtn. Chandra with RC Malacca and
Rtn. Chin Leong with RC Benting. Congratula-
tions and Welcome to RCJB!

If you have not met them, please introduce your-
selves to them at the next meeting, and welcome
them warmly into our Club!

Visit to Biodiesel Plant (Carotino Sdn Bhd) on Satur-
day, 21st Nov 2009

PP Mark Chang had kindly helped to arrange for
this visit. If you wonder what is BS or B2 biodiesel,
you should come and join us.

Mr. Unnithan, the Executive Director of Carotino
Sdn Bhd will be there to receive us, show us around
and give us a presentation.

Please contact Rtn. Lee Soo Tong for registration
details.

Date: 21st November 2009 (Saturday as well as a
school holiday)

Time: 10.30am—12.00pm

Address: PLO 519, Jalan Besi Satu, Pasir Gudang.

Advanced Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Awards

(ARYLA) 2009
(Malacca, Johor and Spore)

19-21 March 2010.
at —
ITE College East, 10 Simei Avenue,
Singapore 486047

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS
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. We must seek out skilled and
. determined men and women of
« Character. We must do what is
@ right, even when it is inconven-
% ient. And we must always, al-

%ways, put Service Above Self.
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In his 36 years as a Rotarian, RI Director Frederick Hahn Jr. has
distributed medicine airlifted to Russia and India, started the first
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards in Missouri, USA, given drops of
polio vaccine to children in Ethiopia, and served in leadership roles
in Rotary’s PolioPlus program. Through these efforts, he has had
the opportunity to meet Mother Teresa, oral polio vaccine inventor
Albert Sabin, and Bill Gates.

When asked which experience he’d consider his personal highlight, he says Rotary is a lot like travel-
ing: “My take on life is that wherever I am, that is my favorite. The same is true with my Rotary
work.”

Hahn has visited more than 75 countries on all seven continents. Antarctica was the seventh, where
he and his wife, Marge, celebrated their S0th wedding anniversary.

A Rotary Foundation alumnus, Hahn led a Group Study Exchange team to Turkey in 2000. Al-
though his invitation into Rotary came in 1973, he says he truly became a Rotarian in 1985, when he
met Sabin during the RI Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. Hahn was president-elect of the Ro-
tary Club of Independence at the time.

“I had the opportunity to shake hands with him and visit with him about his feeling concerning polio.
My being a physician made this particularly meaningful to me,” he says. “This opportunity hooked
me on Rotary.”

After meeting Sabin, Hahn became an active contributor and fundraiser for polio eradication, serv-
ing for years as a zone coordinator for PolioPlus Partners and at one time as vice chair for the west-
ern United States. His interest culminated in a major gift to The Rotary Foundation, qualifying him
and Marge as members of the Arch C. Klumph Society (which honors those who contribute at least
$250,000 to the Foundation).

While volunteering during National Immunization Days in Ethiopia in 1997, the Hahns attended a
Presidential Peace Conference in Addis Ababa that led to an opportunity to meet Dr. Catherine
Hamlin, a physician whose life’s work was fistula repair in young women and girls. The following
year, she received an international service award from Rotary in recognition of her work. Hahn says
meeting Hamlin was an experience the couple will never forget.

As district governor in 1992-93, Hahn worked with Heart to Heart International in obtaining a
Foundation Matching Grant to provide medical supplies to St. Petersburg, Russia. Two years later,
he co-chaired a project that airlifted medical supplies to Mother Teresa’s facilities in Kolkata, India.
Later this Rotary year, he will be making his seventh trip to Honduras as part of a Teachers Teach-
ing Teachers literacy program, where his Rotary club partners with Friends United. These two ef-
forts also received Matching Grant support.

Hahn retired in 2005 after 35 years of practice as an ear, nose, and throat specialist. He is past presi-
dent of the Missouri State Medical Association and continues as president of the Missouri State
Medical Foundation. He also serves on several other service-related boards.

“I really believe RI’s motto of Service Above Self and The Rotary Foundation’s motto of Doing Good
in the World,” he says.

Doing Good In The World

5
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Rotarian up for CNN Hero of the Year

By Ryan Hyland
Rotary International News -- 5 November 2009

Rotarian Budi Soehardi, founder of the Roslin Orphanage in
West Timor, Indonesia, is a finalist for the 2009 CNN Hero of
the Year Award. Photo courtesy of Budi Soehardi

Rotarian Budi Soehardi's devotion to bettering the lives of dis-
advantaged children in Indonesia earned him a spot as one of
10 finalists for the 2009 CNN Hero of the Year award .

Soehardi grew up in Central Java, Indonesia, where food and
education were often scarce. At 53, it's his goal to help children
avoid the hardships he had to endure.

With his wife, Peggy, Soehardi opened an orphanage in West
Timor, Indonesia, in 2002 after learning about the horrible con-
ditions faced by refugee children fleeing the violence on the eastern portion of the island.
The Roslin Orphanage has provided food, shelter, and education to more than 45 chil-
dren, from newborns to teenagers.

"These children were suffering much the way I did, but worse," says Soehardi, a pilot
and member of the Rotary E-Club of 3310, Singapore. "I feel very blessed in my life and
wanted to give something back to those who needed it the most. My goal is to make the
kids smile and happy. That's all."

Soehardi and his wife have three children, but he also treats those in the orphanage as his
own.

""We care for each child equally and consider them part of our family," he says. "I want
to give them everything they need, no strings attached, just like my own children."
Soehardi's first brush with Rotary came as he coordinated relief efforts for victims of the
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. Through donations from friends and leaders in the airline
industry, he secured more than 130 tons of medical supplies, food, and clothes, which
were delivered to affected villages by several Rotary clubs.

Impressed by the Rotarians' dedication to helping others, Soehardi decided to join Ro-
tary.

"It's such a privilege being a Rotarian," he says. ""Their spirit of togetherness and help-
fulness is what inspired me to join. So many doors, all over the world, have been opened
to me. My life is more beautiful with Rotary in it."

Soehardi's club helped furnish the orphanage with books, computers, and a projector. In
2006, a Rotary Foundation Matching Grant helped provide a vehicle for a mobile library
program.

To cast a vote for Soehardi or learn more about the award, visit the CNN Heroes web

page.
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17th November 2009
President Dr. Anga Inducts 2 New Members Into R.C.J.B
Rtn. Chandra Segaran & Rtn. Lee Chin Leong

RTN CHANDRA SEGARAN &
RTN. LEE CHIN LEONG BE-
ING INDUCTED AND RECIT-
ING THEIR OATHS AND OB-
JECTS OF ROTARY AS
NEWLY ACCEPTED MEM-
BERS ALONG WITH THEIR
SPONSORS.

BOTH ARE IN THE BANK-
ING PROFESSION AND
BOTH ARE IN H.S.B.C.

WELCOME TO R.C.J.B,
NEWLY INDUCTED
ROTARIANS.

THE FUTURE IS IN YOUR
HANDS.
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Last Words
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Mothational Quotes | Top ten things not to say on
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Be tolerant of the human race. Your whole family t-/) your Anniversary
belongs to it -- and some of your spouse’s family 7) 10. | stopped caring about anniversaries
@ dloes too. K'/) when you stopped caring about cooking.
Anonymous k

R

Wa] Marriage is that relation between man and woman in

@ which the independence is equal, the dependence mu-
) tual, and the obligation reciprocal.

L\—/) Louis K. Anspacher
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7) 6. You can celebrate anniversaries with

K
your next husband.
2

X)

9. Today is our what?

8. Okay, let's celebrate, but do we have
to celebrate together?

7. 1 thought we only celebrated important

Marriage is a three ring circus: engagement ring, events?

wedding ring, and suffering.
Anonymous

2
(\-/J We are all manufacturers. Making good, making

trouble, or making excuses. P 5. You don't like what | pick out, so |
H. V. Adolt a thought why bother.
A
Don't open a shop unless you like to smile. a 4. | got you a present worth a dollar for

Chinese Proverbs
Sayings of Chinese Origin

every time you were nice to me this year.
Here's a $5 gift certificate for McDon-

d k—/) ald's.
@ The pillar of the world is hope. - Kanuri proverb, Nige- L/

ria 3. If you want me to pretend like | care

African Proverbs about our anniversary, | will.

%
R
2. You want to go out to dinner? Okay,
okay, I'll take you to Pizza Hut if it'll
shut ya up.

1. | thought you only had to celebrate
anniversaries while you were still in love.

R
R
C\’@‘@‘@@%

Finding perfect men

At a local coffee bar, a young woman was
expounding on her idea of the perfect
mate to some of her friends.

"The man | marry must be a shining light
amongst company. He must be musical.
Tell jokes. Sing. And stay home at night!"
An old granny overheard and spoke up,
"Honey, if that's all you want, get a TV!

‘Say ... what's a mountain goat doing 8
way up here in a cloud bank?”
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